Life of David
Lesson 11
Text
1 Samuel 14:24 - 1 Samuel 15:35

Background

Last week we read about Saul officially being crowned king over Israel and then also
read about the beginnings of the downfall of his reign. One thing is clear despite this.
Saul has tremendous military success against Israel’'s archenemy in the Philistines and
Israel’s other enemies (the Moabites, the Ammonites, Edom, and others).

In the early parts of last week’s passage, we are introduced to his son Jonathan and
learn he plays a key role in Saul’s conflict with the Philistines. We read about his
heroism in defeating the Philistines at Geba and even see Jonathan partake in a covert
operation with his armor bearer against a Philistine garrison. It’s clear that God is using
Saul to gain victory over their enemies.

With all this success, we see the beginnings of Saul’s rashness and impatience and his
reluctance to fully rely on the Lord. This becomes very apparent in chapter 13 when
Saul takes on the role of priest and offers sacrifices because Samuel was running late.
We get this message from Samuel to Saul, “And Samuel said to Saul, “You have
done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with
which he commanded you. For then the LORD would have established your
kingdom over Israel forever. But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD
has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to
be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD
commanded you.””

In this passage we get an obvious (for us) reference to Saul’s successor in David. For
that succession to take place, more would need to happen as Saul continues to fall
short as the ruler of Israel. Let’s read on in this week’s passage to learn about another
rash vow by Saul and his ultimate rejection by the Lord.

Day 1 - Read and Listen
1. Read and/or listen to the passage twice. If possible, use different translations. |
highly recommend having the passage read to you. Many apps, including the
Blue Letter Bible, have a feature that will read the Bible to you. Meditate and pray
on the passage.




Day 2 - Observing the Text
2. Who are the characters listed in the passage? As much as the passage tells you,
write down any titles, traits, or additional information about each of the characters
in the narrative.

3. Where does the narrative take place? List out any locations mentioned. To be
more specific, study a map from the timeframe of 1 Samuel (approximately 1105
- 971 BC) and see if you can find the locations on a map. Write down any
observations from this exercise.

4. Summarize the main plot points from the passage in the space below.

Day 3 - Understanding the Narrative
5. Name one or more of the conflicts from the passage and how they were resolved
or left unresolved.




6. How does the narrative fit into what you already learned about 1 Samuel?
Consider, if applicable, the following: How does the narrative tie to the larger
picture of a coming royal priesthood? Do you see any foreshadowing of Jesus as
King?

Day 4 - Additional Study
7. Take note of any repeated words, thoughts, or phrases in our passage this week.
Write those down below.

8. Did any parts of the passage you read make you think about other stories in the
Bible? This includes similar narratives, but could also include similarity in lessons
being learned by different people at different times. We call these links
“purposeful parallels.” If so, write those down below.

9. Word Studies: Use the “Blue Letter Bible” or your favorite word study method to
look up any words of your choice in the passage. Be prepared to share your
findings with your group. Remember, this is the Old Testament. You will be
looking up Hebrew words.

Day 5 - Life Application
Reading the Bible should change you! The purpose of reading any passage or
passages is to gain life changing applications you must consider for your own life.
10. Application: Saul made a rash vow that would’ve ultimately gotten his son
Jonathan killed had level heads not intervened. Think about rash decisions



you’ve made now or in the past. What sort of ramifications did those rash
decisions have? Why is waiting and seeking clarification from the Lord so
important in our decision making?

11. Optional: Write down any additional life applications from your study time this
week down below.

Day 6 - Closing Thoughts and Reflections

As you’ve had time to meditate on this week’s passage, write down any closing
thoughts and/or list ways this passage has challenged you. How are you going to take
the application from Day 5 and make it a tangible application for you? What are some
additional things that you’d like to share with your group? These are just a few ideas to
jot down as you close out this week.
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